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The p repa ra t ion  v incame t r ine  (the hydrochlor ide  of the alkaloid vincamine) is used in medic ine  as a 
pa r tu r i f ac ien t  [1]. At the p resen t  t ime ,  it is i sola ted f rom the plant Vinca e rec ta ,  which grows in the 
Tadzhik SSR [2]. 

To broaden the r aw-ma te r i a l s  bas i s  for  the product ion of v incamet r ine ,  we have developed an adso rp -  
t ion method for  obtaining v incamine  f rom the epigeal  par t  of Vinca minor ,  which grows in the wes te rn  pa r t  
of the USSR. A method is known for  the isolat ion of v incamine [3, 4] which cons is t s  in ext rac t ion  with o r -  
garlic solvents  and subsequent  ch romatography  on A120 3. 

When ca t ion-exchange  res ins  a r e  used  in the ext rac t ion p roce s s ,  expensive  solvents  - t o l u e n e  and 
benzene - a r e  not used  and ex t rac t ion  is p e r f o r m e d  with dilute aqueous solutions of acids .  

In this  method,  the comminuted  raw m a t e r i a l  (10 kg) was ex t rac ted  continuously with a 1% solution 
of sulfur ic  acid at the r a t e  of 200 l i t e r s / h  • m 2 at room t e m p e r a t u r e .  This  gave i 20 l i t e r s  g of ext rac t ,  which was 
f i l te red  and was pas sed  through two a d s o r b e r s  connected in s e r i e s .  Each a d s o r b e r  was charged  with 800 g 
of KU-1 ca t ion-exchange res in  in the H form.  The columns sa tu ra ted  with alkaloids were  washed with 
water ,  and desorpt ion was p e r f o r m e d  with a 1.5% solution of ammonia  in 85-90% ethanol. The ethanolic 
eluate (15 l i ters)  was t r e a t ed  with hydrochlor ic  acid to pH 2-2,.5 and evapora ted  in vacuum. The aqueous 
res idue  (1.5 l i ter)  was t r e a t e d  with e ther  twice and was made  alkal ine (pH 9) with 25% ammonia ,  and the 
alkaloids were  ex t rac ted  with e the r  (4.5 l i t e r s ) .  The ex t rac t  was evapora ted  in vacuum to 100 ml .  On 
standing, it deposi ted c r y s t a l s  of v incamine (2.2 g). The action of ethanolic hydrogen chlor ide  on the vin-  
camine  gave the p r epa ra t i on  v incamet r ine .  Yield 0.02% (on the weight of the dry  raw mate r i a l ) .  
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